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In the midst
the Croud,

«  St.Luke2:40-52

There is only one incident recorded in the
Bible that refers to the period between the
infancy narratives of Jesus and the beginning
of the public ministry (baptism at Jordan). It is
narrated in St. Luke 2:40-52 and recounts what
happened to Jesus when he was on the cusp of
adolescence/teenage.

a. Caring co-travellers

Like any other observing Jew, Joseph and Mary
worshipped at Jerusalem Temple every year for
the feast of Passover. At the end of the first day
on their way back to Nazareth, Joseph and Mary
realised that the twelve year old Jesus was not
with them. Those who are more familiar with
nuclear families would be shocked and think
about how such a lapse can happen from the
parents. Shouldn't Joseph and Mary have acted
more responsibly? We need to travel back two
thousand years and understand the life style of
the time to get a clear picture.

As the pilgrimage from Nazareth to Jerusalem
called for days of walk, it was common practice
that the relatives or the neighbourhood

o
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Fr. Dr. Joshi Viarghese

(BSE Deputy District Coordinator &
Principal M.G.M. Higher Secondary
School, Bokaro

undertook the journey together in groups. Joseph
and Mary also undertook the pilgrimage along
with ‘their relatives and acquaintances’ (Lk 2:44).
This entourage of relatives and acquaintances
didn't follow them only during such long journeys,
but was rather present throughout one’s life
journey. They acted as an extended family and
became a support group to the individuals and
families. This support group celebrated the
happy moments (“Her neighbours and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy
to her, and they rejoiced with her” Lk 1:58) and
shared the sorrows (“The Jews who were with
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her ... Jn 11:31).
One of the drawbacks of the present times is
the absence of such a support group which can
act like ‘shock absorbers. If there is a strain in
relationships, health problems, economic crisis,
bereavement etc,, this support group of kith and
kin provided a solace to the individual/ family.
The lack of such a group has resulted in the rise
of cases of depression, divorce and suicides. As
Pope Francis exhorted we need to rebuild this
beautiful system and propagate the ‘culture of
care!
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b. The lost ones

“When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him” (Lk 2:41). Joseph and
Mary travelled one day under the assumption
that child Jesus was with them. Similar stories
happen with us every day. We would be happily
living with our kids with the assumption that ‘they
are with us. We take their presence for granted.
Our children might be physically present with us
but mentally separated and emotionally lost to
us. The frenzy of our busy lives coupled with the
overwhelming use of social media heightens the
problem. It calls for a deliberate slowing down to
ensure that our kids literally walk with us in the
journey of life and are not lost in the web of social
media, unwanted relationships, addictive habits
etc.

After two days of search Joseph and Mary could
find their child. There are tens of thousands of
parents who are not fortunate enough to get
back their children even after years of frantic
search. A BBC report has estimated that “a child
goes missing in India every eight minutes. Many
are trafficked as part of a nationwide trade which
is separating children from their families. Millions
end up in forced labour, domestic slavery and sex
work, in what’s become a lucrative industry” A
little more alertness of the parents as well as the
society can prevent many of such missing cases.
Even small steps like avoiding the child to be left
unattended, keeping a watch on caregivers etc.
would keep the child safe. A child also should
be taught how to deal with strangers, how to
respond in case of suspicious circumstances,
how to protect themselves from online predators
etc.

c. Teenage:
Time of turbulence or search for a higher goal

The Gospel states that the incident happened
when Jesus “was twelve years old”. Adolescence is

0
>
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a time of rebellion and turbulence as well a period
of search for meaning in life. It won't be unfair to
state that Jesus, as an adolescent, found the goal of
his life on Earth. He realised that he ‘must be in his
Father’s house’ His parents found him“sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions” (Lk 2:46). This summarises the trait of an
adolescent/ teenager. It is a period when children
start seeking a higher goal in life. Some children are
able to keep themselves away from the madding
crowd. It's a period fraught with a rebellious attitude
and persistent questioning. It is also the time when
they feel that they are isolated even in the midst of
a crowd.

It is the responsibility of the parents and teachers to
empathetically listen to the adolescents/ teenagers
and allow them to ask questions. If we help them to
ask the right questions, they would also be gradually
empowered to find the right answers.“Train children
in the right way, and when old, they will not stray”
(Prov 22:6) seems most apt for the teenagers. The
responsibility of priests and Sunday school teachers
is similar to that of the teachers of the Jerusalem
temple. Isn't it a feat that they were able to hold
the attention of and engage an adolescent for
three days? Are we (parents and religious leaders/
teachers) able to engage with our children and lead
them to a realisation of their purpose on this earth?
If not, how it can be done is a matter to be pondered
upon.

Conclusion

The incident reveals that Jesus grew up as a‘normal
child’ with wisdom and in divine and human favour.
This should be the ‘new normal’ to bring up our
children. It also reminds parents, priests and teachers
of their responsibility in ensuring that no child is lost
physically or spiritually.
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A SONG
OF SIMPLE

’ n

SHERIN SARA SAMUEL
KANJIRAMNILKKUNATHIL

ike a feather soft upon the heart,
LA cheerful morning makes its start!
We sweep the heavy clouds away,
And sing a song of joy today.
Like a brook that leaps and flows along,
We dance and hum a happy song.
Like golden sun on leaves of green,
We light up every quiet scene.
Find simple joy in little things—
In open flowers and wind with wings.
For every day’s a gift so brand-new,
A bright parade meant just for you!
Catch the rhythm of the bird,
The sweetest music ever heard.
And in the dew of early dawn,
See magic before the morning’s gone.
Forget the fears of yesterday,
And throw your worries far away.
Just share a smile, let delight run free,
And be as glad as you can be!
Let laughter bounce from wall to wall,
Standing steady, proud, and tall.
With every step across the ground,
Spread happy echoes all around.
Unwrap the hours with open eyes,
And chase the blue across the skies.
For life is rich and sweet and deep,
With endless memories to keep!
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remember when my chemistry teacher said “We're only beginners at life” | realized how true it
is, we all have only one chance in this life and the older we get, the more experienced we are.
We often expect so much from others and ourselves that we forget that we were never trained
to live, there isn't a book that'll teach you like life does.
Growing up, nobody told us what would happen in our lives and what wouldn’t, nobody warned
us.
But isn't that a good thing? If God told me all the ups and downs that | would have had to en-
dure before reaching my destination, then | probably would've never wanted to reach it.
Crazy enough, our mistakes and problems shape us and | know that sounds cliche but just
really think about it “If God told you all the problems that you would have to face, would you
be here right now?”
Think about it like this, suppose you're about to watch a movie which you've been wanting to
watch for a long time and your friend completely spoils the movie by telling all the plot twists,
who dies and who lives, would you still want to watch it?
So, be patient when a problem arises, you might find a solution or maybe you won't but don't
stress about it, you're only a beginner at this.
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